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SUBJECT: NEW ROUND OF SAO PAULO POLITICAL ARRESTS INCLUDES 
TWO METALWORKERS UNION LEADERS 

REF: SAO PAULO 1321 

1. OVER THE PAST WEEK, SAO PAULO NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED ARRESTS 
BY THE SECOND ARMY DOI OF TWENTY-SEVEN INDIVIDUALS FROM THE 
INTERIOR CITY OF SOROCABA, THE CITY OF SAO PAULO ITSELF, AND 

THE SAO PAULO INDUSTRIAL SUBURB OF SAO CAETANO. MOST OF THE 
DETAINEES REPORTEDLY HOLD POSITIONS IN LOCAL OR STATE MDB PARTY 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

2. INITIAL REPORTS SURFACED AS A RESULT OF A WRITTEN PROTEST 

MADE PUBLIC BY MDB ASSEMBLY LEADER ALBERT GOLDMAN ON OCTOBER 9, 
WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED BY THE MDB LEADERSHIP OF THE SAO PAULO 
STATE ASSEMBLY AND SENT TO THE MILITARY COURTS. MDB SENATE LEADER 
FRANCO MONTORO FOLLOWED UP THIS DENUNCIATION WITH A STATEMENT 
IN BRASILIA OCTOBER 15 WHICH CENSURED THE DETENTIONS AS "UN- 
CONSTITUTIONAL" AND WITHOUT THE REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION FROM THE 
JUDICIAL BRANCH. 
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3. TO DATE, NO CHARGES HAVE BEEN PUBLICLY BROUGHT AGAINST THOSE 
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DETAINED. HOWEVER, THE PRESS REPORTED OCTOBER 16 THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT SENT ATE LEADER, PETRONIO PORTELLA, PROMISED PROMPT 
EXPLANATIONS FROM JUSTICE MINISTRY OFFICIALS FOR BOTH THE SAO 
PAULO ARRESTS AS WELL AS THE RECENT DETENTIONS OF MDB OFFICIALS 
FROM SEVERAL CITIES IN PARANA STATE. NONETHELESS, JUSTICE MINISTRY 
SOURCES WERE QUOTED OCTOBER 17 THAT THERE WOULD BE NO EXPLANATIONS, 
(COMMENT: IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE ARRESTS ARE LINKED TO AN ONGOING 
GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION INTO PCB ACTIVITIES INITIATED AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR. END COMMENT). 

4. AMONG THOSE ARRESTED IN SAO PAULO STATE WERE MANOEL JOSE 
CONSTANTINO AND JOSE PEREIRA, RESPECTIVELY PRESIDENT AND VICE 
PRESIDENT OF THE SAO CAETANO METALWORKERS UNION. AS REPORTED REFTEL, 
ARREST OF OTHER SAO PAULO LABOR LEADERS OCCURRED EARLIER THIS YEAR 
FOR THEIR ALLEGED LINKS TO THE PCB, BUT WITH NO CONVICTIONS THUS 

FAR. WE HAVE NO DEROGATORY INFORMATION ON EITHER CONSTANTINO OR 
PEREIRA. CONSTANTINO IS ALSO A DELEGATE TO THE NATIONAL MDB 
ORGANIZATION AND AN OUTSPOKEN OPPONENT OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 
HE HAS BEEN FORTHCOMING AND FRIENDLY IN HIS DEALINGS WITH THE 
CONGEN LABOR OFFICER. 

5. A SAO PAULO METALWORKERS FEDERATION LAWYER INFORMED US YESTERDAY 
THAT IN ADDITION TO THE TWO LABOR LEADERS MENTIONED ABOVE. A 
FORMER BOARD MEMBER OF THE SAO CAETANO METALWORKERS UNION WAS ALSO 
DETAINED BY DOI ALONG WITH A MEMBER OF THE SAO CAETANO CIVIL 
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS UNION AND A FUNCTIONARY OF THE SAO BERNARDO 
METALWORKERS UNION. A SAO CAETANO METALWORKERS LAWYER TOLD US 
THAT CONSTANTINO AND PEREIRA WERE PICKED UP ABOUT OCTOBER 5 FOR 

"A VERIGUACOES." HE EXPECTED THEIR RELEASE IN A DAY OR SO. WHILE HE 
GAVE NO REASON FOR THIS OPTIMISTIC OUTLOOK, THIS SUGGESTS THAT THE 
CHARGES AGINST THEM, IF ANY, MAY NOT BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS. 

6. THIS MESSAGE IS SENT AT THE REQUEST OF THE EMBASSY LABOR 
ATTACHE. 

CHAPIN 
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